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Chief Ernest Crey

Cheam First Nation

52130 Old Yale Road

Rosedale, British Columbia VOX 1X2

Chief Harvey Mcleod

Upper Nicola Indian Band

P.O. Box 3700

Merritt, British Columbia V1K'1B8

Chief Ron Giesbrecht

Kwikwetlem First Nation

2-65 Colony Farm Road

Coquitlam, British Columbia V3C 5X9

Cecil Bellrose, President
Métis Regional Council Zone 4
Métis Nation of Alberta
11724 95 Street

Edmonton, Alberta T5G 119

Chief Arthur Rain

Paul First Nation

P.0. Box 89

Duffield, Alberta TOE GNO

Dear Chiefs and Presidents:

Chief Aaron Sam

Lower Nicola Indian Band.

181 Nawishaskin Lane

Merritt, British Columbia V1K 0A7

Chief Marce! Shackelly

Nooaitch Indian Band

2954 Shackelly Road

Merritt, British Columbia VIK'1IN9

‘Murleen Crossen

Lac Ste. Anne Métis {Gunn Métis Local 55)
P.O. Box 2057

Stony Plain, Alberta T7Z 1X6

Chief William (Biily) Morin
Enoch Cree Nation

P.O. Box 29

Enoch, Alberta T7X 3Y3

Chief Russell Chipps

Scia'new First Nation {Beecher Bay)
4901B East Sooke Road

Sooke, British Columbia V9Z 1B6

Thank you for your letter and report dated July 12, 2017. | appreciated your review of the
process undertaken by the working group formed to co-develop the terms of reference for
the Indigenous Ad'visory and Monitoring Committee for the Trans Mountain Expansion
Project (TMX Project), as well as the candour with which you presented your concerns. | am
pleased you have concluded there is substantial support for these terms of reference and
that you recommend proceeding at this time. '
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As you know, the Government of Canada made its decision on the TMX Project in alignment
with the interim principles we established in January 2016 for project reviews, which were
designed to help restore trust in, and the relationship around, the environmental assessment
and regulatory processes. We knew then that this decision would not be welcomed by
everyone. However, we made the decision based on the results of a rigorous, evidence-based
process, which concluded that the project could be built and operated safely, that potential
environmental impacts could be mitigated by the range of conditions and other requirements
placed on the project, and that it would bring important benefits to Canadian workers,
families, and the economy. We continue to believe that this was the right decision for Canada.

At the same time, we remain deeply committed to the ongoing work of reconciliation with
Indigenous Peoples and to greater Indigenous involvement in the review and monitoring
of major resource development projects. It is this commitment, along with the belief that
greater involvement in this case will result in a better project, that led the Government,
as part of its decision to approve the TMX Project, to invite increased Indigenous participation
in the oversight of the TMX Project through the co-development, establishment, and support
of an Indigenous Advisory and Monitoring Committee.

It is clear from ybur report that the working group took a principled approach to the task
of developing the terms of reference, seeking to acknowledge and balance the significant
concerns about the project and the process expressed by many Indigenous communities with
a desire to play a strong role in monitoring the project over its full lifecycle. It is also clear
that, through this process, the working group grappled with and ably addressed some very
challenging issues, including:

— The need to identify and reflect the priorities and perspéctives of a large and diverse
number of Indigenous communities by establishing an Indigenous Caucus, setting up a
regional membership structure, ensuring linkages to community leadership, and providing
for ongoing community engagement and feedback.

— Ensuring that Indigenous participation in the Committee will have the maximum impact
within the current legislative framework by articulating the commitment of all parties to

common goals and principles; defining a role for the Committee that includes both.

on-the-ground monitoring objectives and the scope to provide broader policy input to
federal departments and the National Energy Board {NEB); and establishing a standard for
departments and the NEB to meet in responding to the advice of the Commiittee.

— The need to address the potential for differences in perspectives on how best to advance
the shared commitment to increasing Indigenous involvement in oversight over time by
the balance struck in section 14, and the commitment to an adaptive approach combined
with regular reviews of committee effectiveness.
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— The desire to er{courage and enable the participation of Indigenous communities in the
Committee, regardless of whether they support or oppose the TMX Project by including
specific “without prejudice” language and by confirming that while the initiative itself is
linked to the expansion project, the scope includes the existing pipeline and marine
shipping related to the project.

In addition to these elements in the terms of reference, | believe that the federal commitment

of substantial new resources to this initiative, and our collective commitment to respectful

dialogue, learning and collaboration, provides a strong foundation on which to build.

| have directed Natural Resources Canada officials to establish the Committee and the
Secretariat that will support it. | know that the NEB is deeply committed to this initiative and
that our partner federal departments — Transport Canada, Fisheries and Oceans Canada and
the Canadian Coast Guard, and Environment and Climate Change Canada — are also ready to
proceed. | trust that the collaborative, inclusive, and solutions-focused approach
demonstrated by all parties to date will continue to be our approach going forward.

Finally, | would like to congratulate you on this significant undertaking and am sincerely
appreciative of the time, effort, creativity and collaborative spirit you brought to this work.
While 1| understand it was difficult, | believe that the Indigenous Advisory and Monitoring
Committee for the TMX Project represents an important step forward in the Government
of Canada’s relationship with Indigenous Peoples, and a potential model for future
federal—Indigenous collaboration on major natural resource development projects. Our
collective challenge now is to make this new model work.

Please accept this letter as my endorsement of the Committee’s terms of reference and
as my personal commitment to a positive and productive relationship over the years to come.

Yours sincerely,

\Y

The Honourable Jim Carr, P.C., M.P.

c.c.: Distribution
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The Honourable Marc Garneau, P.C., M.P.
Minister of Transport

The Honourable Doeminic Leblang, P.C., M.P.
Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and the Canadian Coast Guard

The Honourable Catherine McKenna, P.C., M.P.
Minister of Environment and Climate Change

Mr. C. Peter Watson
Chief Executive Officer
National Energy Board



